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WADE H. MASSIE TELLS
OF COMMISSION'S WORK

Every Section of State Visited.
Find Varying Conditions Rela-
tive to Roads.

MARKERS FOR HIGHWAYS

One  Humdred Traflic Oflicers on
Duty and Traflic Regulations for
I'rotection of Rowds and Puablle
Aro in Effect.

Addressing the Virginian Good Roads
Association In conventlon at Hoan-
oke Inst Jonunry, Wade I, Miuassle,
chalrman of the State Highway Com-
mission, spoke on the work that com-
misslon had accomplished, He suld
in part:

The subject asslgned to me Is no
longer & new one, 1n discussing thia
subjeet al our lust annuul meeting, 1
tried to expluln to you the duties
Imposed upen the Highway Commis-
mlan and the law governing our work.
Now [ suppose you are more INterest-
ed In knowing just what we have
done, what we huave necomplished,
Immediately after we organized the
commission, the State Highway Com-
missloner presented us with his ol-
location of the funds avallable for
the years 1920 and 1921, A the law
nrovides, we ecalled a publie hearing
to discuss this Important question,
thin hearing was held In the Senate
Chamber of the Capltel, wax largely
attended, and discussed by Interestod
cltizens from every sectlon of the
St Aml while we have more
money to spend for rond construction
than ever before In the history of
the Stute, we were not able (o con-
nect up as many of the gaps and pro-
vide through roads ncross the State
Loth north, south, east and west s
we would like to have done,

We hope for better things at our
next allecation, which will be nade
Immediately after the next Leglsin-
ture puts into effect the volee of the
people  In the November election,
numely the hond Issue,

Visit Al Secilons of Stafe.

The Htate Highway Commission
compased of five members, one from
ench of the five grand divisions of
the State. When we were nppodnted
we were familiiir with the roads and
conditlons In our own immedinte sce-
tion, but none of us were familiar
with the varying conditions of the
Whale svstem, W find every varioty
of soll, from the sands of the Faste

1
Shore, the pd ay hills or Middle
Virginla to the mountaing and lime-
Btone of the Valley and the South-
wests We alsa fing Ty VAar y of
rond, from  sofl amd sand cilny Lo
gravel, n diam  and conerete, In
order Lo nitarize and Inform our-
selves with the varyving conditions,

and in order to give the cltizens of
the State an opportunity to present
thelr « and troubles to us In
their own Lowns and communtites, we
have visited many sectlons of the
State,  One of the first trips of any
léength was over No. 9, from Rich-
mond  ithrough Charlottesville 1o
Htaunton.,  thence over Noo 3 to
ngton and Roanoke where we
were met by a delegntlon, many of
whose faces, I see, are famillar in
this audience, Thenee over No. 10 (o
Iulaskl  where o large gathering
Erected us and where a delegation
from Hillsville was walting to take
us to Hillsville and Galax.
and enthustastic meetings
h of these towns.
Wytheville for a road me .
where we met the people of Wythe

Liaarge

and a large delegation from Bland
(8 ¥: on over No. 10 through
Marion and Abingdon  to=~ Bristal,
where we were met by Henry “Good
Nonds” Noberts and o number of
good roads hoosters, thence to (iate
City, Jonesville and 1o Cumberland

Gap, back by way of Blg Stone Gap,
through TNussell and Tazewell Coun-
ties to Graham, Glenlyn, Pearisburg
and Blackbure, At all of these places
large and enthusiastid road mectings
were held, and back to Richmond
by way of Roanoke and Lynchburg,
We also took trips to the Eawstern
Shore and to Southslde Virginia, he-
sides numerous short trips to various
sections of the State.
Maintenance Imporiant,

On these trips we were impressed
with the importance of maintaining
ithe roads already built, and to this
end we have adopted and put Into ef-
fect traflic regulatlons to protect the
roads, and for the safety of the trav-
eling publie. These regulations have
mel with some adverse eriticism from
tha owners of large trucks and from
Jumber men, but have dona a lot to
protect the roads. We have appointed
about 100 traffic officers, Iin fact the
whole . Highway Department from
maintenance foreman all the way up
to the assistant commissioner. Some
of these have been very efliclent; the
firat two weaks after this regulation
went inlo effect, one officer in one
county sent In several hundred dol-
Iars worth of applications for licénses
and taga,

The present speed laws are very In-
adequate, it ls impoasible to enforce
them, there is hardly an automobilist

that does not violate them every time
he gets on a pieeT of improved roacd,
The limit on straight stretehes shoulil
be ralsed 1o thirty miles an hour,
then we il enforee it

misdion would like to sce
system adequately  mafked
dangey wls sl direetion

with

muarkers, Sometime ago we contraet -
ed with a firm to erect flash si (A
on o Ko of the highways,  ‘These
work on the same principle as the

neetylene buoy, a Hght
secomt] or two, amd is verg catching,
expecinlly ot night, Tl}*v signals
are erected without cost to the State,
the firm vrecting them have the right
1o plv such Wdvertising matter on
base as will e approved by
commission.  Butl as it will he
possible Lo erect these on all the
ronds, | am very much in favor of
marking all the State system with
approp iate markers and all of the
mannme LA e,

flashes every

act wif the Legislature
paAt nt the last sessjon allowing
counties, citles, towns and corpora-
tlon¥ or individuals to loan money to
the State, to e returned by the Stiata
without Interest, for the construet-
tion or peconstruction of any scction

Under an

uf the Biate highway #system, we
have signed contracty for something
like $1,600,000, 1o be spent by the
commisioner In buillding certiain sec-
thons of the highway system, the
money 1o be returned as It Is ap-
propriated Ly the Legislature, and
waould be allecated to that project,
and we have plientions for nearly

us much more,

The
cuonledls
of Lhe &
tween low f

hiddl Reveral
tha loeciatlon
Highway system, be-
med in the act of 1918,
Thess hearings have always been
held dn the most convenlent public
place to the romwds In question after
the commission 1 gone and viewed

has
settle ns to

comimission
Lix

the different routes,
Wil Suggest Financinl Plan.
We have hidd quite a number of
applications to view and recommend
to the next Leglsinture additions to
the present  system.  We have not
tuken up any of these ax yvet, bul

hape to be able to take that up this

sutmimer nod fall, and make such
recommendations to the Legislature
as whl round out the system, and

be 1o the hist interests of the State.
In this recommendation to the Gov-

eror, we also propose to sSuggest a
finuneinl plan to put the Stiate on a
browd road building prograon for the

next few years, so we will no longer
I of old Virginia's roads
our Fister States.
The State Highway Commission asks
only

feel ashe
nH

eompnred with

the hearty

(R

peration not

uf the VI ol Roads Assc
tion, but of every citizen of the St
In this work., We can only eonstruct
these roads so goon
representiatives fu
their constructie

PENNGYLVANIA WIDENS
MAIN THOROUGHFARES

Keystone  State  Highway  Depart-
ment Plans to Make Some Rouds
120 Feet Wide,

AL the Instance of the hlghway de-
partment of the Stite,
vandn rril Assembly
Eiving
Invrease

the Pennsyl-
LH]
legishivtlon
POWEr Lo

has enadted
the
the

thoroughfiares

department
whilth
where

of jm-
it

e

Wl necessary.
For two years the department has
Theen studying  traflie ulitions on
highways leadisne to important mu-
nicipalities in  Pennsyl i, and It
vXpects eventually 1o increase tho
whith of many, althoueh little
any actual work of this kind will
he done bmmediate Width will be
stablished, how . in much the
way that munleipalites cestab-

uilding lines along undeveloped
slrects,

The Pennsylvania depgriment hopes
by this procedure to sdve the enor-
mous exj wh necessarily
will be entalled In widening arterial
roadways after Improvements have
heen completed,  The department s
Inoking thead Afteen or twenty years,
aml expeets vitimately o widen a
number of the arterinl thorounghfares
to the 120-foot width which the Leg-

Islature has authorized,
Eventunlly It will be necessary to
build  thoroughfires  skirting  the

Ities and wide enough
to accommodate severia] streams of
traflic golng in each direction.

Within a few years it will be un-
wise, It la declared, to #end heavy
trand-Pennsylvania trafle into Phila-
delphin and Plttsburgh, inasmuch as
additional tratho will add to the con-
gestlon of the downtown distriets.
Conzequently, wide roads must
provided around the rcities so0 trafMe
may be accommaodated.

Nig Noad Program In New Mexico.

The State highway commission In
New Mexico has launched a big road-
builiting program, with slx new Fed-
eral-ald projects, one to coat $46,-
707.02, a secomil to cost $65.505.67, n
third $58.362.87, the fourth $41,624.73,
a Afth $69.544.49, and the sixth $74,-

194.47.

-
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DEPEND UPON HIGHWAYS

Mrs. L. B, Munford Points to the

Goml  Hoads Assoctatlon at a
quet dn Hoanoke last January,
the subject, "The Woman's
View as to the Highwavs.”
Mrs. Munford said:

“When Mr., Coleman  did e
honor to ask me to say u foew words
at the bhanquet this evening, 1 nsked

huin-
upon
I'odnt of
In part,

him whnt he wanted me Lo talk
about.,  He replied, *What we want
I8 the woman's point of v ' Point

of view about what.! 1 said, ‘Man or
rowids? Now, we women cannol help
but L Jmpressed by the very rapid
Erowth in Interest on the part of
men's the woman's
point have long been
necustomed Interest in our
peint nee o the
Individual our views
are sought Keneral, iy
the various problems of State and
natlon upon whose Wise lution his
whklfare and happines seem o de-

If I were called upon to give
nutshell what seems most char-
acleristic of the woman's

We
your

Lo
of view with ref.

man, bhut now
an man In

view, I should say that her point of
yiew, \\'tl-lht'r of a man or a road, is
i overy uman. point of view, Some
of our Virginia men have heen
troubled lest this new means  just
granted us of registering our point
of view deprive us of Lhis human
thing, If there be such present, |
want to reassure them and to tell
them not to worry—we couldn’t lose

It i we would, and
it If we could!
Women Close to Sources of Life.
“"Women are closer to the sourges
of lfe than men, our contaet’ with
Young ehildren and our position as
makers of the home all tend to make
the human aspect of every subject the
ons  that most quickly stirs our
imagination and arrests most vividly
our Interest, And this Lrings me to
the topie which General Vaughoan
wrote me a few days since was to be
my subject thigs evening, “Good Roads
anmnd the Hom Some one las said,
We must se erything in ter ufl
human being we cannot be content

Wi wouldn't lose

Lo see o work as an end in [tself,
W must s see It in terms of 1he
men, women and children for whose
suke the work exists and who alone
ining and A content of

appronch from the hone

will give such an K upon the
of good ronds.  Sinee woman

I5 the hewrt of the It might
be well to inguire what it is that is

CUNSINE Inereasing restlessness among
vur wonten In 80 that
they not only nequies plin, hut
in inereasing numbers persunde their
men folk to mo to the eity., 1s noft
this dissutistuction lareels due 1o the
Isolation and udgery of th
and because the schools,
conditions anid the opportunitls
whalesome recreation in
are often not such us tu
they think necessury
dren's welfare?
“I pecd not dwell
that I¥ good schools will
b il sutlicienily
1 chilitren living

fur
the country
meet what
for their chil-

upon the truth
S
lrge
aver

of

LU £

of time,
her, and
8 dlepiend
county health
doctor anmil the
move ahout
I hiearsd re-
health oflicer in

tend them without undue loss
fatigue and exposure to w
that proper health conditi
upon the ability of the
wliver, the country
public health nur
frecly and with
cently of a county
one of the prosgperous amd beautitul
sections of the State who haol tem-
porarily stopped his health work and
wias giving all his time to the work
Tor good romds, fecling that in so
doing he coulil In contribute to
hettering health conditions.  Social
Hie and community recreation depend
also upon the opportunity to come and
Eo with measurnble comfort and con-

venience, Amd thus we are forced to
admit that a thoroughly satisry
home 1ife is not possible in many

sections of rural Virginia.
Goud Roads Important to Clity Women,

“Goml roads are important also to
the me of the city woman., What
would it not menn it we might have
such roads as would enable farmers
to bLring from . considerable dis-
tance their produce in auto trucks to
our doors, thus assuring them bet-
ter prices and we as consumers lower
figures In cost? Such a plan' would
also reduce (certainly In our clties
of medium size) the risk of a milk
or food famine In the event of any
temporiary breakdown in our trans-
portation saystem.

“A wise min wrote, '"The measure
of a elvilizntion is its abllity to create
nnd foster human and spiritunl con-
tucts, The single home can never
produce such a civillzation. 1If such
a type of soclety is to come to pass,
we must have as Its basis such roads
as wlll permit the people in these
home to at least get together and
know each other., Bomchow the ldea
of un adequale aystem of roads tnkes
on the pictorial fcrm of a page In

REALLY G000 SCHOOLS -

the |

our  school physiology, where the
figure of a man iy printed and his
artecial system outlined in red ink.

First, the big trunk arteries and then
the tiny Llood vessels runninge to tha
very finger tips, relating every por-
tlon of the body to every other, anil
careying fn the blood new life to the
farthest extremity,  Hut such a ple-
thre of Vieginia A woull sug-

= 3 . jEest that ar o Schlerosis had =
Value of Good Rowlds 1o Women, {10 "ot Cven di Al disiage GF ol el
Homes and Schools, Phut attaclking us in vur carly vonth.
A ¥, W, % A worker satd recently
That really gool schools in ”""]n a |'ullfl'll:l|"¢'.“r\‘:l‘ Itnn:ll |a:)‘l|l
T 1 sections ey A upoy easy ne- vis @ a - . .
IOpPropr 1 ... 1F we hav
"i'h‘-‘*.l anil Il“l“tl'“l:!l ""‘T‘- the ""Il""-”"r'lm:l\ vigion, then we are visiona
K roadas. ko TR pwomen 10 I we have only W progrim we are
homes, and Lo community e, '“""-Imm-l:unlvn, bl bwillllu ':'hs o oand a
It. Bz Munford addressed the Vieginia |

(ProEram we are conquerors.’

| “With the viglon in our hearts of o
complete life for the men, women
and little children, and such a frro-

sram as has been developed by our
State Highway Department wnd this
associution, should we not expect Lo
congquoer Virginia for the goud roads
movement?

“Some twenty
and Insistent

Yeurs ago o fresh
impulse was abroad in
Virginia for the more rapid rebulld-
ing of this old Commonwenlth, In
these twently years we have marvel-
lously prospercd in int ne anidtin-
dustry. That movement was manifest
at fivat most markedly in the de

velopment of our educational BYSCem,
Then followed the ereation of our 1e-
partment of Health, with 21l that has
meant in the saving In life and suffer-
ing, and later the Highway Depart-
ment and the growine Interest in, amd
conviction of the necessity for ool
ronds. As we think of Lhis old Stata
of ours as whe relates hereslt to |y
dustry, to schools, to health and b

ter roads, may | sugest the

taken from the work of one of
Virginia authors, Mr. Jumes
Cabell:

* "To this New Boulh—For to her all
former glories are less Jewel than
A touchetone, and with her portion
of it dally she appriises her own do-
ing, and withaut nospeceh. And
her high past she v 5 now in chief
as Nt foundation of that edifice
WwWhereon she labors day Ly day and
with augmenting strokes.”

“Hecause this toast is given under
conditions less onerous, perhaps, to
us than to the gentlemen, may we not

nur
Hranch

make It a spiritual toast in which
we pladge ourselve *woin all our
waork, to make it worthy of the men

ment have made Virgi

in great!”

ACCIDENTS IN MARYLAND
ON THE STRAIGHT ROADS

Contrary to general heliof, more nee
cilents aceup

on straight highway
stretohes th #b curves or road in-
| tersections,  according to Harry D,
Willinre, assisy chief engineer of
the Maryland State Roads Commis-
slon.  During the past two months
Mr. Win | been keeping a0 rec-

ord of hig ilents in his State,
anid he says that a n ority of the
accidents are dude to s dinge, failing

to give right of way wl b driv-
Ingd  Sixteen aeceidents oceurred n
the  Baltimore-Frodericlk Highway,

the stroightest ol terhaps the most

widely used road in Maryviand, and
four of them were L "It seems
o be the weakness of 1 mator | Pt
subd Mr. Williar, ““to hit her up' on
a stealght streteh of romdway tin
roards where there are oy

I a isposition to be more

ful.”

SiNty-seven aceidents aceurred an
Maryland highwass during the puast
twao months, fourteen persons being
Kitled and thirty-thr Injured, “Mr.
Wiltinr attributes the cinuses to fa

driving, violations of the law, T
ure to heed warning speciing, drivs
Ing on the wro s of the roud
aml attempts o PiaEs olther cars ore
1rueks, Al % Investigations,
any others, roefules

dbed contention that most :

cldents on h, hard-surface

roads are due 1o =hidding,

$7,366,314.20 SPENT IN
TEXAS FOR 1,106.1 MILES

Avcording to n tabulnted statoment
by the Texas State Highway Depart=-
ment 130 new road projects have been
completed involving 11061 miles at a

tetal ost of FTA60.414.20, on which
= 23885 State nld and $1.790,-
3.4 Federal ald was palid.  Of thesa

roads 2.4 miles were paved with con-
crete, 425 miles with  bituminous
materials and 607 miles with gravel.
There are now unider ¢onstruction 192
pProjects 23008 miles at n
total cost L3480, and upon
which sums of §$9.260,986.09 as Fed-
eral anid and 17.61 as State
aid have Leen granted.

Of these projects, 83.7 miles are
paveld with conerete and 421 .miles
with bituminons materials, Seventeen
other projects totaling 144.2 mlles nra
not wyet under contract.  Ten addl-
tional contemplated projects are not
yet approved, while sixty-five mora
have been approved for Federal nid
to the extent of $2.697.078.84, and
State ald to the amount of $1,20%,-
T40.52,

Afotor Vehicles In Holland.
Holland has 10,000 motor vehlcles,
or only one car to every 700 Inhabi-
tants. The United States hasg 10,000,-
000 rptor cars, trucks amd molors
eyeles, or one o sery eleven Inhabl-
tints,

-



